CHAPTER XXXVII

AFFAIRS AT DELHI

A D. 1707 TO 1719

AFTER the death of Aurangzib Maratha history becomes
once again connected more or less closely with that of
Delhi. As I have related, Shah Alam under the title of
Bahadur Shah became aftor tho defeat and death of his
brothers, emperor of Hindustan. Shah Alam was the
kindest and most humane of men, but he lacked the vigour
that was needed to make secure the tottering throne of
the Moghuls. He succeeded his father at the age of sixty-
seven and for nearly fifty years he had never known a
moment free from the fear of death or imprisonment He
ruled for less than five years, most of which he passed in
fighting the Sikhs, who had now become a formidable
power. In February 1712 he suddenly issued a peremptory
order to destroy every dog both in his own camp and in
Lahore city. An order so needlessly cruel in the mouth
of so kindly a pi'ince raised fears that his mind had failed.
The fears were justified and on the 16th February 1712
he fell into a swoon from which he never recovered. The
emperor's second son Azimushan was his father's favourite
and at once seized the royal treasure and proclaimed him-
self emperor. But Zulfikar Khan lent his powerful support
to Bahadur Shah's other three sons, Azimushan was
defeated and fell on the battle-field. Before his defeat, his
three brothers had agreed to divide the empire* But with
the death of their rival, their amity vanished. Moizuddin,
the eldest, fought in turn his two brothers and with
Zulfikar Khan's help emerged from the struggle the sole